TEETH COUNT!

Getting ready for
. Kindergarten?

The Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment
program or KO HA, is a Michigan law,
Public Act 316 of 2023, that mandates all
children must receive a dental oral assessment
at the start of their grade school years to
ensure students are healthy and ready to learn.

MI KOHA PROGRAM

A Registered Dental Hygienist (RDH) from your local health
department will visit your child’s school to provide your child

with the FREE oral health assessment, a new toothbrush kit, m
and a postcard with a report of the findings directly to . :’KO Children with
parents or guardians. IKOTO oth decay or soor oral

) ) . cavities are the health miss
KOHAs may occur at your child’s school during Spring Rl EErE more days of
Kindergarten Registration, Summer Round-Up events, OR in chronic childhood school per
the Fall during the first few months of the school year by illness in MI year than
November 1% for currently enrolled Kindergarten students. children. children who

. . . receive routine

The RDH will leave documentation with your child’s school 080Ch|l.d.ren with dental care,
that your child has fulfilled the KOHA program requirement, cavities have leading to

difficulty with

but will NOT share the report of the findings with the school. lower grades

eating,t . in school and
. concentrating, increased risk
Accepted Documentation from Parents: speaking properly ¢ social or
KOHA postcard completed by the Registered and often behavioral
Dental Hygienist from a school screening event. experience pain. problems.
or ‘S
ii 5 Note from the child’s Dentist on the dental ‘”OThe free assessment or screening is
, office’s letterhead stating the child has a quick visual inspection of the teeth

S established dental care and had an oral exam. and MOU.U/\ o @i i SIEnS @
S dental disease.
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Health Department of Benzie-Leelanau District

Northwest Michigan Health Department Community Connections Hub:

nwhealth.org bldhd.org Northwest/North Central/Northeast SCHOOL ORAL

800-432-4121 833-674-2159 northernmichiganchir.org HEALTH SERVICES
In partnership with

District Health Grand Traverse County Central Michigan District P I

Department #10 Health Department Health Department

dhdl0.org gtcountymigov/2740/Health-Department cmdhd.org

2-1-1 OR 888-217-3904 833-674-2159 2-1-1 OR 888-960-1630

opt.#2 DEPARTMENT


https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2023-PA-0316.pdf
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3222359/
http://nwhealth.org/
http://cmdhd.org/
http://gtcountymi.gov/2740/Health-Department
http://dhd10.org/
http://northernmichiganchir.org/
http://bldhd.org/

Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

What do teeth have to do with school?

Cavities can cause pain and prevent
children from eating, sleeping, and

=) Ml KOHA PROGRAM

Do my older children need a
dental screening too?

developing proper speech. Pain from The KOHA program is specific only for
cavities can result in missed days of students entering Kindergarten or students
school and cause social or behavioral entering grade school for the first time ever.
problems. Tt is important to screen The recommendation for children of ALL
children for oral health issues before ages is to see a dentist twice a year for a
they start school so they can come dental exam and professional cleaning.

ready to learn with full potential.

What if my child has cavities?
Are there other screeninq Jorograms

If your child has a cavity or untreated decay,
that take lolo\ce at schoo gog can find out by checking the postcard with
Yes, there is also a Michigan law that report of findings sent home in your child’s
requires students to have a hearing and toothbrush kit provided at the KOHA event.
vision screening. These screenings ensure Your child will need to see a dentist to treat
that children do not have any hearing or the cavity, as tooth decay will continue to get
vision issues that could disrupt their worse and can spread to additional teeth. The
ability to learn. RDH that provided the screening can help you

with a dentist referval or assist with making

What is the difference between a dental — appointments for urgent care needed.
assessment and a dental exam?

A dental assessment is provided by a What if | can’t afford to go to the dentist?
Regjistered Dental Hygienist (RDH) or a oy . .
Dental Therapist and a dental exam is The KOHA at your childs school is provided
provided by a Dentist. If your child for FREE to all Michigan Kindergartners. Your
already went to the dentist within 6 local health department can assist you in
months of Kindergarten enrollment and finding a dentist to provide dental care and
you forgot to get a note to turn into the help you apply for eligible insurance programs.

school, the RDH is required to provide an

assessment to all children who have not . ' .49

yet met the KOHA requirement at the What if  don’t have a dentist?

time of their school visit. KOHA is free and At the Health Department of Northwest

does not replace a visit to the Dentist. Michigan, we serve multiple counties in
p 9 p
partnership with different local health
What if | don't have dental insurance? departments for oral health services. If
s . you need assistance finding a dentist,
Michigawts Healthy Kids Dentol Program please contact the RDH that provided the

(HKD) is available to all children who are KOHA at your childs school, OR call the

eligible for Medicaid and are under the health department in your service area,
age of 21 years.

OR scan the QR code here to find a dentist
..... in your areo.
......... Q Local Dentists in Northern
Michigan

\— SCAN HERE -~

To learn more about Michigan Healthy Kids Dental Insurance, visit:
michigan.govimdhhs/assistance-programs/healthcare/childrenteens/hkdental



https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Adult-and-Childrens-Services/Children-and-Families/Healthy-Children-and-Healthy-Families/Oral-Health/Healthy-Kids-Dental-Brochure.pdf?rev=4e4b4df18fcc4ca89e63cd8a502d0fe7&hash=AA1EDA05BA319F05EAA3BB6CB4307502
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Adult-and-Childrens-Services/Children-and-Families/Healthy-Children-and-Healthy-Families/Oral-Health/Healthy-Kids-Dental-Brochure.pdf?rev=4e4b4df18fcc4ca89e63cd8a502d0fe7&hash=AA1EDA05BA319F05EAA3BB6CB4307502
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https://nwhealth.org/vision-hearing-dental-screenings/
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